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The Lawrence Township of two generations ago was a"
different place. Our population was just a fraction of
current size. The great suburban bwild had not yet
begun. Rider University (then Rider College) was still
Trenton. The south end of town had as much o
farmland as the north end. Telephones were still on p
lines with a live operator running a local switchboard.
you wanted to shop or see the doctor, you went to Trer
Maybe you took the trolley.

Forturately there are still a few seniors with deep roots
Lawrence who remember those days and can share
memories and stories with those of us who know only
Lawrence of today. Capturing and preserving thi
memories has been the focus of an oratohys project
being hosted by the Lawrence Township Public School
cooperation with the Township Historian.

Oral histories have been taken in Lawrence periodic
since the 1980s and many of those audiotapes are arc
in the Lawrence Room at tHdercer County Libraryon
Darrah Lane. What makes the current project interestir
that the seniors ("informants" in oral histesgeak) are
being videotaped, which adds a new dimension of ¢
and character to their stories.

As you may be aware, the reteanovations to Lawrenct
High School included a new staséthe-art television
studio, and that is where the oral history conversations
taking place. The operation is staffed by high school me
students under the supervision of their teacher, K
Monaghan. (One happy side effect of the project
bringing the high schoolers fate-face with our seniors
and letting them hear these amazing stories in person.)

The project was born in early 2007 as a result
conversations between Lawrence Schoapeintendent
Philip Meara and former Township Historian Rob
Immordino. A few pilot tapings were done, and then
school district applied for and received a small grant fr
the Mercer County Local History Regrant Program. 1
grant covers supplies diMr. Monaghan's time.
(continued on page 4

Tara Henn wins Nash award

Each year, the Winona Nash History Award is awarded

the Lawrence High School senior demorntstigaexcellence
in history, as determined by the faculty.hi s vy e a
is Tara Henn, left, shown receiving the award presente
board member John Halvorsen on Senior Awards N
Tara begins her freshman year at Dartmouth this fall.
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The late Marie Meseroll serves hommade colonial applé
cookies to visitors during Apple Day 2008. The LHS los
dear friend when she passed away in July.
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Volunteers Needed/Community Service Opportunities

LHS is looking for a few good voluntee We have
many opportunities for people with various interests i
talents. Time requirements are reasonable and fle
SO just let us know what you would like to do and h
much time you have to give to us. There is current
need for volunteerso help out at various events, wo
in the shop during monthly tours, serve as house
docents and to help work on fundraising and gr
applications. We also need individuals who
interested in researching and writing short articles
the newsldaer, website and society publications. V
will also work with students who are looking to fulfi
community service requirements, scout projects or
want a volunteer opportunity for their resumes.

Mary Tanner Lecture

Harold Tanner, a professor of tusy at the University
of North Texas, will be the "5 Annual Mary Tanner
lecturer. The lecture will take place on Sunday, Octc
12" at 2:00pm in the Fireside Lounge in the B
Luedeke Center at Rider University. The topic of -
| ect ur e winited Stdies, ChinghTaiwan: tr
Hi stori cal Background of

A
Tanner is a renowned Chinese history scholar and

author of Strike Hard: AntiCrime Campaigns anc
Chinese Criminal Justice, 1971985

Call for display items

Il n conjunction with tow
oral history project, the society is setting up a displa:
the Brearley House that illustrates life in Lawrer
Township during the period immediately followir
World War IlI, before the hasing boom. If you have
photos or other items that pertain to life in Lawrer
from roughly 19451955 and would like to share the
for the display, please contact us. If you he
reservations about sharing irreplaceable photos, we
make arrangements scan your originals.

p. 2

SUMMER ISSUE 2008

LHS Annual Meeting

The annual membership meeting was held on Febru
24, 2008 at the Lawrence Municipal building. Marth
Leigh Wolf was the guest speaker, talking about tl
work of the Princeton 1783 Committee and tr
activitest hey have planned f
of the 22%' Anniversary of Congress in Princeton
Many of the events are yet to come, so please view
groupbés website at www.r
The society also thanked outgoing president Biliesg
for his dedication to Lawrence Township history
Agress was presented with a plaque from fellow boe
member Bruce Bitcover.

The membership approved a set of amendments to
constitution, allowing for the creation of an executiv
committee and cldying some vague language
regarding committees. A list of the changes appearec
the Winter 2008Places In Timeand are also listed in
the 2008 Annual Meeting section of the website.

Al l of |l ast yeardés Board
were approvedy the membership. In addition, Chris
Turnbull and Janet Hubbard were added to the alad
approved by the membership. Mayor Mark Holme
performed the sweariAg ceremony.

Tom Ledwith (driver) Danny Haun and Emily Nag
toss trats during the Lawrence Memorial Day Parad
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Flickr photo album launched

Society event photos can now be found online at Flick
Photos are arranged by event. To see the photo alu
either click the Flickr logo on the society website or gc
to flickr.com/photos/thelhs.




